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thegroupgatheredtherefeltsomethingstrengtheninthem.Aconvictionthattheydeservedsomethingbetterthantheshadows,andbetterthanoblivion.
Andifitwasn’tgoingtobegiven,thentheyweregoingtohavetobuilditthemselves.
Iwas8yearsoldandathousandmilesawaywhenStonewallhappened.Therewerenonewsalerts,nowayforphotostogoviral,nomechanismforakidontheGulfCoasttoheartheseunlikelyheroestelltheirstories.
GreenwichVillagemayaswellhavebeenadifferentplanet,thoughIcantellyouthattheslursandhatredswerethesame.
WhatIwouldnotknow,foralongtime,waswhatIowedtoagroupofpeopleIneverknewinaplaceI’dneverbeen.
YetIwillneverstopbeinggratefulforwhattheyhadthecouragetobuild.
Graduates,beingabuilderisaboutbelievingthatyoucannotpossiblybethegreatestcauseonthisEarth,becauseyouaren’tbuilttolast.It’saboutmakingpeacewiththefactthatyouwon’tbetherefortheendofthestory.
Thatbringsmetomylastbitofadvice.
Fourteenyearsago,Stevestoodonthisstageandtoldyourpredecessors:“Yourtimeislimited,sodon’twasteitlivingsomeoneelse’slife.”
